Parsha Bullets on Bamidbar, 5783
All Brothers and Sisters
Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

Find the 3 for 3 here for a printout of 3 great divrei torah you can share
at your shabbos table.

Bullets:

- The Otzar Peleos HaTorah discusses different names that have been given for
Bamidbar, such as Pekudim, Vayedaber, and Sefer Hayashar.

Bamidbar 1:1-2

‘A-'RI'N2TNA

On the first day of the second month, in
the second year following the exodus from
the land of Egypt, Hashem spoke to Moses
in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of
Meeting, saying: Take a census of the
whole Israelite community by the clans of
its ancestral houses, listing the names,
every male, head by head.
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Bullets:

- The Midrash notes that we must make ourselves like a desert. Don't sit back and

relax.

- According to the Baalei Mussar, we have to destroy our sense of self.

- R. Yosef Sorotzkin asks, “what does it mean niny 190na?" Are we a name or
number? Are we individual or part of the group? We are both.

- The Ramban notes that each and every one of us counts.

- The Klausenberger Rebbe notes that Moshe and Aharon had people give them

names, like a chasidic rebbe.

- The Gra says people would go to the prophet to find out their mission in life.
- R. Shlomo Wolbe says we need to know that we each have a place when it comes

to receiving the Torah.

- The Rama MiPano understands nn4a7a7 as referring to gilgul. Moshe looked at the

people’s reincarnations.

- The Maharsha focuses on Moshe as a census taker. He made sure every Jew felt

like they counted.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wkraz3imv3gYThBkOX3eBnUqrxcItk05/view?usp=sharing

Bamidbar 1:6

1’RNATNAa

From Simeon, Shelumiel son of
Zurishaddai.
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Bullets:

- The Otzar Peleos HaTorah says that 7xm4y is connected to the Yiddish term

schlemiel.

Bamidar 1:46-47

™N’XN2TnNa

all who were enrolled came to 603,550.
The Levites, however, were not recorded
among them by their ancestral tribe.
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Bullets:

- lbn Ezra says there was not one death in seven months, which was not normal.
The Ramban notes that this showed Hashem'’s kindness to us.

- R. Chaim Shmuelevitz emphasizes why Levi needed to be separated and have a
separate census. Being part of a certain sector can have a profound impact, both

for the good and bad.

Bamidbar 3:16

70ra11TNa

So Moses recorded them at the command
of Hashem, as he was bidden.
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Bullets:

- R. Druck asks why Moshe needed to go to each tent. He answers that Moshe
needs to take initiative and Hashem would do the rest.




