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Shemos 1:5

יִם׃ ף ָהָי֥ה ְבִמְצָרֽ ים ָנֶ֑פׁש וְיֹוֵס֖ ב ִׁשְבִע֣ ֹ֖ י ֶיֶֽר�־יֲַעק י ׇּכל־ֶנֶ֛פׁש יְֹצֵא֥ ַוֽיְִה֗

The total number of persons that were of Jacob’s issue came to seventy, Joseph
being already in Egypt.

Why is Yosef singled out?

Rashi
AND JOSEPH WAS IN EGYPT — But were not he and his sons included in the
seventy? What, then, is this statement intended to tell us? Do we not know that he
was in Egypt? But its purpose is to inform you of Joseph’s righteousness: this is the
same Joseph who tended his father’s sheep; this is the same Joseph who was in
Egypt and became king there, and yet he remained steadfast in his righteousness,
and the change from a humble position to exalted rank in Egypt caused no
deterioration in his character.

R. Shlomo Wolbe
It is easy to be humble when one is a shepherd. However, even when Yosef was
climbing the corporate ladder, he was righteous and humble.

Seder (‘order’) is key and of the utmost importance. Being organized allows us to
achieve great heights.

Notes:



Shemos 1:21

ם ָּבִּתֽים׃ ת ֶאת־ָהֱא' וַַּיַ֥עׂש ָלֶה֖ ֹ֖ י ִּכֽי־יְָר֥אּו ַהְֽמיְַּלד וַיְִה֕

And because the midwives feared God, He established households for them.

What were these בתים (‘households’ or ‘houses’)?

Rashi
HE MADE THEM HOUSES — houses (dynasties) of the priesthood and the Levites
and of royalty which are all termed ,בתים “houses”, as it is said, (1 Kings 9:1) “and
Solomon built the house of the Lord and the house of the king”: “the house of the
Lord” i. e. a dynasty of priests and Levites — from Jochebed (Shifrah); and “the
house of the king”, i. e. a royal dynasty — from Miriam (Puah), just as it is stated in
Treatise Sotah 11b.

R. Yosef Sorotzkin
His grandfather explained that even after Pharaoh’s decree, there would be Jews,
as the women would be alive.

However, the Kehunah would be lost, since the men are being killed. So too, there
would be no kings, since a convert cannot be a king.

R. Yosef Sorotzkin’s own understanding is that Hashem wanted to give these
rewards to people who were not looking for rewards. This is what we are looking for
in a leader: someone who is not looking for the reward.

Notes:



Shemos 2:1

ח ֶאת־ַּבת־ֵלִוֽי׃ י וַּיִַּק֖ ית ֵלִו֑ יׁש ִמֵּב֣ ֶל� ִא֖ וֵַּי֥

A certain man of the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman.

Why are Moshe’s parents’ names not given here?

R. Shlomo Wolbe
The redemption is clouded in mystery. Therefore, the names of the future
redeemer are not given.

The Jewish people’s uniqueness is their ability to keep things close to their hearts
and not share everything.

What can we learn from the marriage of Moshe’s parents

Rashi
AND HE HAD TAKEN TO WIFE A DAUGHTER OF LEVI — He had lived apart from
her in consequence of Pharaoh’s decree that the children should, on their birth, be
drowned. Now he took her back and entered into a second marriage with her, and
she also physically became young again.

Chafetz Chaim
They had faith to build a Jewish home and raise a Jewish family, even in these dark
and difficult times.

Amram was the gadol hador, yet he decided that men should separate fro their
wives. He heard the advice of his 4-year old daughter. Her passion and emotion led
to the birth of Moshe, the savior of the people.

Notes:



Shemos 2:6

ים ֶזֽה׃ י ָהִֽעְבִר֖ אֶמר ִמּיְַלֵד֥ ֹ֕ יו וַּת ל ָעָל֔ ֹ֣ ה וַַּתְחמ ַער ּבֶֹכ֑ ֶלד וְִהּנֵה־ַנ֖ הּו ֶאת־ַהּיֶ֔ וִַּתְפַּת֙ח וִַּתְרֵא֣

When she opened it, she saw that it was a child, a boy crying. She took pity on it
and said, “This must be a Hebrew child.”

Why did the daughter of Pharaoh save Moshe?

R. Wachtfogel
The Midrash notes that the angel Gabriel made Moshe cry? It was in order for the
daughter of Pharaoh to take note and to have compassion on Moshe.

Tears are the sweat of the soul.

Why is he referred to as a ?נער

Baal HaTurim
The Midrash notes that the angel Gabriel made Moshe cry? It was in order for the
daughter of Pharaoh to take note and to have compassion on Moshe.

Tears are the sweat of the soul.

Notes:

Shemos 2:13

ה ֵרֶעֽ�׃ ָּמה ַתֶּכ֖ ע ָל֥ ָרָׁש֔ אֶמ֙ר ָלֽ ֹ֙ ים וַּי ים נִִּצ֑ ים ִעְבִר֖ י וְִהֵּנ֛ה ְׁשֵנֽי־ֲאנִָׁש֥ וַּיֵֵצ֙א ַּבּ֣יֹום ַהֵּׁשנִ֔

When he went out the next day, he found two Hebrews fighting; so he said to the
offender, “Why do you strike your fellow?”

What was Moshe doing?

R. Yosef Sorotzkin
Why did Moshe called him a ?רשע

There is no legitimate reason to be hitting a fellow Jew.

Notes:



Shemos 2:19

ֹֽאן׃ ְׁשְק ֶאת־ַהּצ נּו וַַּי֖ ים וְַגם־ָּד֤�ה ָדָל֙ה ָל֔ נּו ִמַּי֣ד ָהרִֹע֑ י ִהִּציָל֖ יׁש ִמְצִר֔ ְרןָ ִא֣ וַּתֹאַמ֕

They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds; he even drew water
for us and watered the flock.”

Why did the daughters of Yisro call Moshe an ‘Egyptian’?

R. Yisrael Meir Druck
The Midrash wonders why he is described as such.

It answers that what Moshe told them that it was an ‘Egyptian man’ who saved
him, since he only came to Midian as a result of his striking of the Egyptian man.

Hashem always has a master plan.

Moshe had tremendous gratitude. He connects the dots and realizes that all comes
from Hashem.

Notes:


