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Shemos 25:2

י׃ נּוּ לִבּ֔וֹ תִּקְח֖וּ אֶת־תְּרוּמָתִֽ ר ידְִּבֶ֣ ת כּל־אִישׁ֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ ה מֵאֵ֤ י תְּרוּמָ֑ ל ויְקְִחוּ־לִ֖ י ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ דַּבֵּר֙ אֶל־בְּנֵ֣

Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept gifts for Me from every
person whose heart is so moved.

What does this mean?

Rashi
THAT THEY TAKE ME A HEAVE OFFERING — “Me” means to the glory of My Name.

Shev Shmaysa
Why is the construction of the Mishkan singled out as requiring lishmah, doing it
for its own sake?

He answers based on the Alshich in Kiddushin 7: when a woman gives a gift to a
person of status, it is considered like she receives something.

So too, in this case when we bring gifts to Hashem.

Degel Machane Ephraim
Eruvin 54 teaches us that this world is compared to a wedding.

We are here to get married to Hashem and we are focused on the externalities.

Meor V’Shemesh
Hashem asks the people to do for His sake. He wants them to be satisfied with
their lot.

Then He will know that the people are in it for the right reasons.



Shemos 25:10–11

צִי קמָֹתֽוֹ׃ ה וחֵָ֖ צִי֙ רחְבּ֔וֹ ואְַמָּ֥ ה וחֵָ֙ צִי ארְכּ֗וֹ ואְַמָּ֤ יםִ וחֵָ֜ ים אַמָּתַ֨ י שִׁטִּ֑ ועְָשׂ֥וּ אֲר֖וֹן עֲצֵ֣
ב סָבִֽיב׃ יו זֵ֥ר זָהָ֖ יתָ עָלָ֛ נּוּ ועְָשִׂ֧ יתִ וּמִח֖וּץ תְּצַפֶּ֑ ב טָה֔וֹר מִבַּ֥ וצְִפִּיתָ֤ אתֹוֹ֙ זָהָ֣

They shall make an ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a
half wide, and a cubit and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold—overlay it inside
and out—and make upon it a gold molding round about.

What can we learn from this?

Sefer Chasidim (in Otzar Peleos HaTorah)
We display our beautiful items. We should do the same for our holy items, like
sefarim.



Shemos 25:19-20

יו׃ ים עַל־שְׁנֵ֥י קְצוֹתָֽ רֶת תַּעֲשׂ֥וּ אֶת־הַכְּרֻבִ֖ ֹ֛ ה מִזֶּ֑ה מִן־הַכַּפּ ד מִקָּצָ֖ ה וּכְרוּב־אֶחָ֥ ד מִקָּצָה֙ מִזֶּ֔ ה כְּר֨וּב אֶחָ֤ עֲשֵׂ֠ וַ֠
י רֶת יהְִי֖וּ פְּנֵ֥ ֹ֔ ל־הַכַּפּ יו אֶ֨ ישׁ אֶל־אָחִ֑ ם אִ֣ רֶת וּפְניֵהֶ֖ ֹ֔ ים בְּכַנפְֵיהֶם֙ עַל־הַכַּפּ עְלָה סכְֹכִ֤ יםִ לְמַ֗ י כְנפַָ֜ והְָי֣וּ הַכְּרֻבִים֩ פּרְֹשֵׂ֨

הַכְּרֻבִֽים׃

Make one cherub at one end and the other cherub at the other end; of one piece
with the cover shall you make the cherubim at its two ends. The cherubim shall
have their wings spread out above, shielding the cover with their wings. They shall
confront each other, the faces of the cherubim being turned toward the cover.

What did the Keruvim look like?

Baal HaTurim
They looked like a young man.

The Alter of Kelm
Why are children represented and not adults of renown?

We need to preserve the vigor childhood.

R. Yechezkel Levinstein
The reason we call a wise person a חכםתלמיד is because we need to always be a
student.

Otzar Peleos HaTorah
Why did Moshe toil to make the keruvim, but not the menorah?
The keruvim represent children, which we need to toil in order to mold.

Where did the Keruvim face?

Beis Yisrael
Some people have wings spread upwards, but they do not care about their fellow
people.



Shemos 25:22

ר אֲצַוֶּ֛ה אוֹתְךָ֖ ת כּל־אֲשֶׁ֧ ת אֵ֣ ר עַל־אֲר֣וֹן הָעֵדֻ֑ ים אֲשֶׁ֖ י הַכְּרֻבִ֔ רֶת מִבֵּין֙ שְׁנֵ֣ ֹ֗ ל הַכַּפּ י אִתְּךָ֜ מֵעַ֣ י לְךָ֮ שָׁם֒ ודְִבַּרְתִּ֨ ונְוֹעַדְתִּ֣
אֶל־בְּנֵ֥י ישְִׂרָאֵֽל׃ }פ{

There I will meet with you, and I will impart to you—from above the cover, from
between the two cherubim that are on top of the Ark of the Pact—all that I will
command you concerning the Israelite people.

Why does it use this unusual language?

R. Soloveitchik
If there is no closeness, there is no prayer.

Shemos 25:26

יו׃ ע רַגְלָֽ ר לְאַרְבַּ֥ ת אֲשֶׁ֖ ֹ֔ ע הַפֵּא ל אַרְבַּ֣ ת עַ֚ ֹ֔ ב ונְתַָתָּ֙ אֶת־הַטַּבָּע ת זָהָ֑ ֹ֣ ע טַבְּע יתָ לּ֔וֹ אַרְבַּ֖ ועְָשִׂ֣

Make four gold rings for it, and attach the rings to the four corners at its four legs.

Why were these rings?

Kli Yakar
Life is a ring. Someone who was on top can one day can be on the bottom the next.

Noda Beyehuda (Otzar Peleos HaTorah)
Money is round as it moves and is not permanent.


