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Shemos 6:2

יו אֲנִ֥י ה׳: אמֶר אֵלָ֖ ֹ֥ ה ויַּ ר אֱ' אֶל־משֶֹׁ֑ ויַדְַבֵּ֥

God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD.

Why are there two names of Hashem in this verse?

Noam Elimelech
The term ‘dibbur’ is strong and harsh, which represents the notion of fear which
goes along with the name Elokim.

The also tells Moshe that He is Hashem, a God of compassion.

He first responds to Moshe that he just not speak back to Him in such a way.

Moshe’s love for the people was so strong that Hashem saw that his protest was
from a place of love, leading to the change from strictness (Elokim) to compassion
(Hashem).

Notes:



Shemos 6:6-8

י אֶתְכֶם֙ בִּזְר֣וֹעַ ם וגְָאַלְתִּ֤ ם מֵעֲבדָֹתָ֑ י אֶתְכֶ֖ יםִ והְִצַּלְתִּ֥ חַת֙ סִבְלֹ֣ת מִצְרַ֔ ם מִתַּ֙ י אֶתְכֶ֗ י ה׳ והְוֹצֵאתִ֣ ר לִבְנֵיֽ־ישְִׂרָאֵל֮ אֲנִ֣ ֹ֥ ן אֱמ לָכֵ֞
חַת ם מִתַּ֖ יא אֶתְכֶ֔ י ה׳ אֱ׳ הַמּוֹצִ֣ י אֲנִ֤ ם כִּ֣ ים וִיֽדַעְתֶּ֗ ם לֵֽאלֹהִ֑ יתִי לָכֶ֖ ם והְָיִ֥ ם לִי֙ לְעָ֔ י אֶתְכֶ֥ ים גְּדלִֹֽים׃ ולְָקַחְתִּ֨ ה וּבִשְׁפָטִ֖ נטְוּיָ֔
הּ י אתָֹ֥ ב ונְתַָתִּ֨ ֹ֑ ק וּֽלְיעֲַק ם לְיצְִחָ֖ הּ לְאַבְרָהָ֥ ת אתָֹ֔ י לָתֵ֣ ר נשָָׂ֙אתִי֙ אֶת־ידִָ֔ רֶץ אֲשֶׁ֤ י אֶתְכֶם֙ אֶל־הָאָ֔ יםִ׃ והְֵבֵאתִ֤ סִבְל֥וֹת מִצְרָֽ

ה אֲנִ֥י ה׳: ם מוֹרָשָׁ֖ לָכֶ֛

Say, therefore, to the Israelite people: I am the LORD. I will free you from the labors
of the Egyptians and deliver you from their bondage. I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and through extraordinary chastisements. And I will take you to
be My people, and I will be your God. And you shall know that I, the LORD, am your
God who freed you from the labors of the Egyptians. I will bring you into the land
which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a
possession, I the LORD.”

What are these languages of redemption?

R. Baruch Epstein
These are 4 stages of redemption, not just 4 synonyms.

R. Yechezkel Abramsky
It’s not enough that redemption takes place. We need to see it in the proper way,
with Torah-colored glasses.

Why do we not mark the 5th language of ‘I will bring you’?

Chasam Sofer
We can be a Jewish people without being in the land.

R. Hirsch
Yehoshua wrote Aleinu when we entered Israel.

As it says in Aleinu, we are unlike the nations. We have an identity that we can take
with us to any land.

Notes:



Shemos 6:12

יםִ׃ }פ{ ל שְׂפָתָֽ י עֲרַ֥ ה ואֲַנִ֖ ֹ֔ ניִ פַרְע י ואְֵיךְ֙ ישְִׁמָעֵ֣ ן בְּנֵיֽ־ישְִׂרָאֵל֙ לֹֽא־שָׁמְע֣וּ אֵלַ֔ ר הֵ֤ ֹ֑ ה לִפְנֵ֥י ה׳ לֵאמ ר משֶֹׁ֔ ויַדְַבֵּ֣

But Moses appealed to the LORD, saying, “The Israelites would not listen to me;
how then should Pharaoh heed me, a man of impeded speech!”

What is Moshe saying?

Ran
Moshe is the paradigm of prophecy. Why, then, does he have a speech
impediment?

If he was a great speaker, one might think that that was the reason why he
convinced people. Since he was not a great speaker, it is clear that he did not win
over the people through charisma.

Shlah HaKadosh
The Midrash said everyone had the ailments healed at Har Sinai. Therefore, the
Ran’s approach could not be right.

Why does it say ה׳לפני ?

R. Yosef Sorotzkin
Moshe did not challenge Hashem directly. Rather, he lets Hashem listen to him
speak out loud.

Notes:



Shemos 6:26

יםִ עַל־צִבְאתָֹֽם׃ רֶץ מִצְרַ֖ ל מֵאֶ֥ י ישְִׂרָאֵ֛ יאוּ אֶת־בְּנֵ֧ ם הוֹצִ֜ ר ה׳ לָהֶ֔ ר אָמַ֤ ה אֲשֶׁ֨ ן וּמשֶֹׁ֑ ֹ֖ ה֥וּא אַהֲר

It is the same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Bring forth the Israelites
from the land of Egypt, troop by troop.”

Why does it say Aharon and Moshe here and the reverse elsewhere?

Rashi
Aaron before Moses (as here) and other passages where it mentions Moses before
Aaron; this is done in order to indicate that they were equal in all respects.

Chasam Sofer
Aharon was happy about Moshe’s success.

Notes:

Shemos 7:19

ל ם ועְַ֛ ם ועְַל־אַגְמֵיהֶ֗ ם ׀ עַל־יאְרֵֹיהֶ֣ יםִ עַֽל־נהֲַרתָֹ֣ י מִצְרַ֜ ח מַטְּךָ֣ וּנטְֵֽה־ידְָךָ֩ עַל־מֵימֵ֨ ן קַ֣ ֹ֡ ר אֶֽל־אַהֲר ֹ֣ ה אֱמ אמֶר ה׳ אֶל־משֶֹׁ֗ ֹ֨ ויַּ
ים וּבָאֲבָנִיֽם׃ יםִ וּבָעֵצִ֖ רֶץ מִצְרַ֔ יהָ דָם֙ בְּכל־אֶ֣ ם והְָ֤ ם ויְִהְֽיוּ־דָ֑ כׇּל־מִקְוֵ֥ה מֵימֵיהֶ֖

And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron: Take your rod and hold out your arm
over the waters of Egypt—its rivers, its canals, its ponds, all its bodies of water—that
they may turn to blood; there shall be blood throughout the land of Egypt, even in
vessels of wood and stone.”

Why was Aharon chosen?

Rashi
SAY UNTO AARON — Because the river had protected Moses when he was cast
into it, therefore it was not smitten by him neither at the plague of blood nor at
that of frogs, but it was smitten by Aaron.

R. Dessler
We are grateful for our own purposes, not for the recipient. We should cultivate an
attitude of gratitude.

Notes:



Shemos 8:3

יםִ׃ רֶץ מִצְרָֽ ים עַל־אֶ֥ ם ויַּעֲַל֥וּ אֶת־הַֽצְפַרְדְּעִ֖ ים בְּלָטֵיהֶ֑ ן הַֽחַרְטֻמִּ֖ ויַַּעֲֽשׂוּ־כֵ֥

But the magicians did the same with their spells, and brought frogs upon the land
of Egypt.

Why did the Egyptians do this?

R. Avraham Yehoshua Soloveitchik
For one’s ego they will often self sabotage.

What were these frogs?

Otzar Peleos HaTorah
Rabbeinu Bahye said these were crocodiles.

Notes:


