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And when the time approached for Israel to die, he summoned his son Joseph and
said to him, “Do me this favor, place your hand under my thigh as a pledge of your
steadfast loyalty: please do not bury me in Egypt.

What is going on between Yosef and Yaakov?

Rashi
PUT, | PRAY THEE, THY HAND — and take an oath.

R. Yerucham Levovitz
Why did Yaakov make Yosef swear?

There is a law that one cannot eat blood, yet the Torah tells us that one needs to
strengthen oneself to not do so. Rashi says there that the Torah tells us this in case
where we have no desire, all the more so do we need to strengthen ourselves in
cases in which we have a desire.

Our great Avos did not trust themselves or others when it came to such important
and definitional things.

Otzar Peleos HaTorah
There is debate about the importance and necessity of being buried in Israel.

Why did Yosef need to be told his father was sick?

Otzar Peleos HaTorah

The Maharam MiRutenberg did not want to see his father when he became a
leader as he did not want to enter into a case of doubt about who would stand for
whom, since the Maharam was his father’s rebbe.

The Daas Zekenim say that this was the calculation of Yosef.

Notes:
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| [do this because], when | was returning from Paddan, Rachel died on me, to my
sorrow, while | was journeying in the land of Canaan, when still some distance
short of Ephrath; and | buried her there on the road to Ephrath"—now Bethlehem.

How could Yaakov say that Rachel ‘died on me'?
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And he blessed Joseph, saying,
“The God in whose ways my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,
The God who has been my shepherd from my birth to this day—

When did Yaakov bless Yosef?

Notes:

Breishis 48:22
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And now, | assign to you one portion more than to your brothers, which | wrested
from the Amorites with my sword and bow.”

What is Yaakov saying?

Notes:




