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Breishis 47:29

יָת י וְָעִׂש֤ ַחת יְֵרִכ֑ ים־ָנ֥א יְָד֖� ַּת֣ י� ִׂשֽ אִתי ֵח֙ן ְּבֵעינֶ֔ א ָמָצ֤ אֶמר לֹ֙ו ִאם־נָ֨ ֹ֤ ף וַּי א ׀ ִלְב֣נֹו ְליֹוֵס֗ י־יְִׂשָרֵאל֮ ָלמּו֒ת וַּיְִקָר֣ וַּיְִקְר֣בּו יְֵמֽ
יִם׃ נִי ְּבִמְצָרֽ ת ַאל־ָנ֥א ִתְקְּבֵר֖ ֶסד וֱֶאֶמ֔ ִעָּמִד֙י ֶח֣

And when the time approached for Israel to die, he summoned his son Joseph and
said to him, “Do me this favor, place your hand under my thigh as a pledge of your
steadfast loyalty: please do not bury me in Egypt.

What is going on between Yosef and Yaakov?

Rashi
PUT, I PRAY THEE, THY HAND — and take an oath.

R. Yerucham Levovitz
Why did Yaakov make Yosef swear?

There is a law that one cannot eat blood, yet the Torah tells us that one needs to
strengthen oneself to not do so. Rashi says there that the Torah tells us this in case
where we have no desire, all the more so do we need to strengthen ourselves in
cases in which we have a desire.

Our great Avos did not trust themselves or others when it came to such important
and definitional things.

Otzar Peleos HaTorah
There is debate about the importance and necessity of being buried in Israel.

Why did Yosef need to be told his father was sick?

Otzar Peleos HaTorah
The Maharam MiRutenberg did not want to see his father when he became a
leader as he did not want to enter into a case of doubt about who would stand for
whom, since the Maharam was his father’s rebbe.

The Daas Zekenim say that this was the calculation of Yosef.

Notes:



Breishis 48:7

וא ת ִה֖ ֶר� ֶאְפָר֔ ָה ָּׁש֙ם ְּבֶד֣ ָתה וֶָאְקְּבֶר֤ א ֶאְפָר֑ ֹ֣ ֶרץ ָלב ֶר� ְּב֥עֹוד ִּכְבַרת־ֶא֖ ַע֙ן ַּבֶּד֔ ֶרץ ְּכנַ֙ ל ְּבֶא֤ י ָרֵח֜ ָת֩ה ָעַל֨ ן ֵמ֩ י ִמַּפָּד֗ י ׀ ְּבבִֹא֣ וֲַאִנ֣
ית ָלֶֽחם׃ ֵּב֥

I [do this because], when I was returning from Paddan, Rachel died on me, to my
sorrow, while I was journeying in the land of Canaan, when still some distance
short of Ephrath; and I buried her there on the road to Ephrath”—now Bethlehem.

How could Yaakov say that Rachel ‘died on me’?

R. Yosef Sorotzkin
Yaakov needs to tell Yosef that he had no choice but to bury her at the side of the
road.

Yaakov was saying that Rachel was his other half. The most piercing pain, as the
gemara notes, is felt by the widower.

Otzar Peleos HaTorah
The Chizkuni said that Yaakov buried her there as since she passed away due to
hemorrhaging, she needed to be buried right away.

Ramban noted that it would have taken too long due to his entourage. He
provided another reason was that he couldn’t bury her in the family plot due to the
prohibition of marrying sisters.

R. Chaim Shmuelevitz
Rashi says that Yaakov is providing a reason for why he needed to bury Rachel on
the side of the road. It was due to the word of Hashem.

When Yaakov first heard the word of Hashem, he could have made an excuse.
Yaakov was double checking it was due to Hashem’s will.

Notes:



Breishis 48:15

י ַעד־ַהּ֥יֹום ַהֶּזֽה׃ י ֵמעֹוִד֖ ה אִֹת֔ ק ָהֱֽא' ָהרֶֹע֣ ם וְיְִצָח֔ י ְלָפנָי֙ו ַאְבָרָה֣ ר ָהֱֽא' ֲאֶׁש֩ר ִהְתַהְּל֨כּו ֲאבַֹת֤ ף וַּיֹאַמ֑ ֶר� ֶאת־יֹוֵס֖ וַיְָב֥

And he blessed Joseph, saying,
“The God in whose ways my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,
The God who has been my shepherd from my birth to this day—

When did Yaakov bless Yosef?

R. Moshe Sternbuch
Yaakov’s blessing to Yosef’s children is itself a blessing.

Our greatest blessing is having children and grandchildren who follow the proper
path.

Notes:

Breishis 48:22



י׃ {פ} י ּוְבַקְׁשִּתֽ י ְּבַחְרִּב֖ ְחִּת֙י ִמַּי֣ד ָהֱֽאמִֹר֔ ר ָלַק֙ י� ֲאֶׁש֤ ד ַעל־ַאֶח֑ ם ַאַח֖ י ְל֛� ְׁשֶכ֥ ִּתֽ י נַָת֧ וֲַאנִ֞

And now, I assign to you one portion more than to your brothers, which I wrested
from the Amorites with my sword and bow.”

What is Yaakov saying?

R. Soloveitchik
Since there is no record of Jacob ever having done battle with the Amorites, the
Targum translates these two words metaphorically as " ּובָבעּוִתיִּבצלֹוִתי , with my prayer
and with my plea." The distinction between the sword and the bow is that the
sword is used for close combat, while the bow and arrow are utilized from a
distance. Correspondingly, ,צלֹותהֹון prayers, are our requests for immediate personal
needs, such as wisdom, health and sustenance, while ,ָּבעּותהֹון pleas, are the
supplications that relate to Jewish destiny and the ultimate redemption.

R. Yisrael Meir Druck
Yaakov is teaching us the importance of prayer in the time of war.

The Meshech Chochma notes that Yaakov is talking about set prayers and prayers
that are not set and fixed.

Notes:


